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Sharing THE Past
The South Carolina Archaeology Public Outreach Division (SCAPOD)
Helena Ferguson, Meg Gaillard, and Erika Shofner
The state of South Carolina has a long and in-
tricate cultural background with a variety of 
people and organizations that help promote 
its archaeological record. The South Carolina 
Archaeology Public Outreach Division (SCA-
POD) was created in 2010 as an extension 
of updating the South Carolina archaeology 
teacher’s manual “Can You Dig It”, published 
in 1989. While researching archaeological 
outreach within the state, both past and pres-
ent, we were inspired to create a non-profit 
organization that not only promoted existing 
programs, but also developed new and inno-
vative methods of presenting archaeology to 
the interested public. 
SCAPOD’s programs are specifically geared 
toward engaging people of all ages on differ-
ent levels with archaeology. So far we have 
participated in ASSC’s Fall Field Day, given 
public tours and instruction during one of 
PAST’s field seasons, presented archaeology at middle school career fairs, created 
custom hands-on archaeology programs for multiple grade levels at schools and li-
braries throughout the state, participated in archaeology-based summer camps, as-
sisted Boy Scouts earning archaeology merit badges, and developed and installed an 
exhibit Searching for Our Beginnings: Public Archaeology at the Topper Site at the 
USC Salkehatchie Library. Through the efforts of our board, founders, and volun-
teers we are able to create new and interesting ways to educate the public about local 
archaeology in South Carolina. Learn more about our current programs by visiting 
our website (www.scapod.org) or emailing us at scapod@gmail.com.
Archaeology is part of our shared cultural past. We want people to take into consid-
eration their town, city, or even their own backyard. People have been living in South 
Carolina for thousands of years, and it is through numerous organizations’ dedica-
tion to outreach and education that we can share our state’s amazing archaeological 
heritage.
The Sport Diver Archaeology Management Program
Ashley M. Deming, South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Sport Diver Archaeology Management Program (SDAMP) is the public educa-
tion and outreach branch of the Maritime Research Division of the South Carolina 
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of South Carolina. The 
program is managed in Charleston from a base at the Fort Johnson Marine Resource 
Center. In addition to extensive public education and outreach initiatives, SDAMP 
licenses scuba divers to collect artifacts and fossils from state waters, manages two 
maritime heritage trails, and functions as a custodian for all state submerged cultural 
resources in South Carolina.
There are multitudes of 
underwater archaeo-
logical sites all over the 
state that range from 
4,000-year-old canoes to 
20th century tugboats. 
The many waterways 
served as the roads of 
their time and experi-
enced early settlements, 
wars, agricultural growth, 
and technological ad-
vancements. The mari-
time landscape of South 
Carolina can answer 
many questions about our past as Americans and as people. The mission of SDAMP 
is to protect these incredible cultural and natural resources, learn from them, and 
share that information with all those interested in the past.
SDAMP has made it a priority to provide education about the historical significance 
of South Carolina’s maritime landscape and archaeology through presentations, 
workshops, field training courses, and volunteering opportunities. SDAMP’s goal is 
to create a sustainable program that forms an awareness of and fosters the steward-
ship for cultural and natural resources.
Archaeological Society of South Carolina
Carl Steen, Diachronic Research Foundation
When the Archaeological Society of South Carolina (ASSC) was formed in 1968 
there was a handful of people involved who were interested mostly in collecting 
spearpoints. Led by Jim Michie and Bob Stephenson the society sought to bring a 
more professional and responsible face to South Carolina archaeology while still 
including everyone with an interest in the subject.
An important part of doing good, responsible archaeology is sharing information. 
Some collectors are leery of sharing information, because they believe unscrupulous 
competitors will sneak onto their sites and make that one in a million find. But we 
feel that the archaeology of South Carolina is our shared heritage, and that informa-
tion about what we find should be available to everyone. No, that does not mean we 
advocate publishing detailed maps with arrows that say “dig here”, but that what is re-
ally important – the 
knowledge we gain 
about the past – is 
shared freely.
Every year we have 
two events that are 
aimed at sharing 
this information 
with our fellow citi-
zens. The first is our 
annual conference. 
This is held in the 
late winter / early 
spring. We have the 
conference at USC 
in Columbia for two 
reasons. First, the 
location is central 
and easy to find. Second, the University gives us the meeting space for free, which 
allows us to charge a minimal admission to cover coffee and snacks. During the day 
about 16 twenty-minute presentations are given by both amateurs and professionals. 
Outside of the auditorium posters and other displays are set up, and the sponsors are 
available to discuss them and their work. Artifact identification tables are staffed by 
knowledgeable ASSC members.
In the fall we hold an outdoor event that we call “Fall Field Day.” This has been held 
in all corners of the state, but for the next few years we plan to hold it at Santee State 
Park. Again, the price is right and the park is centrally located. At this event we try 
to show how the people of the past lived and coped with their environment. Demon-
strators show how to make stone tools, throw spears with an atlatl, use a blow gun, 
shoot arrows from handmade traditional style bows, and much more. We usually 
have a demonstration dig in progress and activities like pottery making and ceramic 
vessel reconstruction that are aimed at students and young people. If sitting in an 
auditorium all day does not appeal to you, Fall Field Day will.
We publish South Carolina Antiquities, the only journal dedicated to the archaeol-
ogy of South Carolina, and share it with the membership and public libraries. The 
first 40 years of the journal are available online at our website: ASSC.NET. A quar-
terly newsletter, Features and Profiles, is also distributed. In recent years we have 
sponsored a Facebook page in addition to our web site. Local chapters in the Upstate 
and Hilton Head hold monthly meetings and get-togethers. In sum, the ASSC exists 
to promote Public Archaeology.
Public Archaeology at the Johannes Kolb Site
Carl Steen, Diachronic Research Foundation
In 1997 the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and the Diachronic 
Research Foundation teamed up to begin work at the Johannes Kolb site (38DA75) 
on the Great Pee Dee Heritage Preserve in Darlington County. Chris Judge and Carl 
Steen conceived this project as an opportunity to educate students and the public 
about archaeology and cultural heritage.
We sought to do this in four ways. First, we wanted to allow students and interested 
citizens to come to the site and learn first-hand about excavation methods and results. 
To do this we hired a core crew of professionals as anchors and assigned students and 
volunteers to assist them in the excavation of 50cm test units and two meter squares. 
Next we wanted to provide a learning experience for school groups and other visi-
tors. For this we have always hired a person to lead tours and interact with visitors. 
Of course, we always tell 
visitors to ask the dig-
gers what they are find-
ing and what they are 
doing.
Next, we stage a public 
event on the middle Sat-
urday of our two weeks 
in the field. This is mod-
eled on the Archaeo-
logical Society of South 
Carolina’s Fall Field 
Day. We bring in flint 
knappers, potters, re-
enactors (or costumed 
interpreters as they say at Colonial Williamsburg) and educators for an all-day event 
that goes on while excavations continue. This has proven to be a very popular event, 
and some visitors have shown up every year. The most recent Public Day drew over 
300 visitors (at least that many signed our registry) and even on the rare rainy Sat-
urday we have had substantial turnouts. In 2014 our event will be held March 15th 
and you are invited to visit.
Finally, we have a presence on the internet. Our website at 38DA75.com holds a 
wealth of information about the site and South Carolina Archaeology. We have a 
Facebook page [I Dig the Kolb Site] to keep interested parties up to date on our ac-
tivities as well. Our efforts at the Kolb site have been successful in introducing the 
public to the real world of archaeology, and to help many students to decide on their 
career paths. Some have gone on to advanced degrees and careers in archaeology, 
while others have seen it’s just not for them. Either way, we all have fun and enjoy 
our yearly sojourn into the swamp.
Walled City Task Force
Martha Zierden, The Charleston Museum; and Katherine Pemberton, Historic Charleston 
Foundation
In 2005 Charleston 
Mayor Joseph P. Ri-
ley, Jr. appointed the 
Walled City Task 
Force to address the 
invisibility and vul-
nerability of the city’s 
early colonial forti-
fications. The Task 
Force includes schol-
ars, preservation lead-
ers, City and County 
employees, and con-
cerned citizens. The 
goals of the Task Force 
are protection of the 
archaeological re-
mains of the city wall 
through identification 
and interpretation via lectures, websites, tours, and exhibits. A “Walk the Walls” bro-
chure, available at Historic Charleston Foundation, provides a self-guided walking 
tour of the footprint of the city wall. 
Charleston was the only English walled city in North America. The first defenses 
were built in 1696; by 1711 the 62-acre town was completely fortified. The three 
landward walls were earthen, and largely abandoned by the 1730s. The east section 
was a massive brick seawall, complete with bastions, batteries, and redans. The brick 
fortifications were razed in 1784 and are no longer visible.
Only two small portions were exposed when opportunity arose for excavation of a 
third section of the brick seawall. The dig, funded by the City and private donations, 
exposed a redan, or triangular projection, at the foot of Tradd Street. The dig in two 
phases was successful in locating, exposing, and recording the feature, and in build-
ing local support for the Task Force mission. 
In 2012, the Task Force was awarded the Southeastern Archaeological Conference 
Public Outreach Grant to install a permanent exhibit at the site of the redan dig. 
Funds from private citizens, the City and SEAC were used for two wayside panels 
and a portion of the parapet, retrieved from the dig. The City provided separate 
funds to pave the outline of the redan. A website maintained by The Charleston 
Museum provides additional information, photographs, and announcements on the 
Walled City Task Force (www.charlestonmuseum.org/walledcity). 
Archaeological Research and Exhibits at The Charleston Museum
Martha A. Zierden, The Charleston Museum
The Charleston Mu-
seum has sponsored 
an archaeological re-
search program since 
the 1970s, providing 
a ready avenue for 
public interpretation 
of archaeological 
study. Artifacts and 
interpretations from 
the many field proj-
ects conducted over 
the years contribute 
to exhibitions in the 
Museum galleries. 
Focusing primarily 
on urban life, Mu-
seum archaeologists have excavated over 30 sites in the City of Charleston. Studies 
of plantation, farm, and early town sites across the Lowcountry demonstrated rural-
urban connections. Artifacts and records from these projects are part of the perma-
nent collections of the museum, used for research, programming, and publication, 
as well as exhibition.
In the Museum’s exhibitions, archaeological materials are displayed alongside ob-
jects from the history, textiles, archives, and natural history collections to interpret 
broad themes in Lowcountry culture. These collections are complementary. We find 
that 18th and 19th century objects donated by local families often differ from those 
recovered from archaeological deposits. Archaeology collections frequently fill a gap 
when material culture objects are otherwise scarce, such as the early colonial period. 
The Museum’s Lowcountry gallery features Native American materials from the Ar-
chaic period through the 18th century. Early colonial artifacts include materials from 
Lord Ashley’s 17th century settlement and from the early walled city. Colono wares 
and fragments of charred baskets from late 18th century deposits at the Heyward-
Washington House are part of a larger exhibit on African American contributions. 
A rich array of materials from James Stobo’s Willtown plantation (1741-1767) is part 
of the display on rice culture, and artifacts from Folly Beach help interpret daily sol-
dier life during the Civil War. All exhibited archaeology objects are key components 
of public interpretation at The Charleston Museum and help fulfill our mission to 
preserve and interpret the history and natural history of the South Carolina Low-
country.
Public Outreach and Archaeological Education at the SC Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, University of South Carolina
Nena Powell Rice, South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
Public education and outreach in archaeology is an integral part of the work con-
ducted by all research archaeologists at the SC Institute of Archaeology and Anthro-
pology (SCIAA) at the University of South Carolina. The archaeological research fac-
ulty and staff at the Institute rely greatly on the citizens of South Carolina, students, 
and avocational archaeologists to participate in current archaeological projects and 
share their knowledge and interest through the study of their artifact collections, to 
gain experience in archaeological techniques, both on land and underwater, and to 
provide, in many cases, experience through their continued participation. There is 
a great deal of opportunity for the general public to volunteer and take advantage of 
participating in archaeological excavations, analysis of artifact collections and arti-
fact identification, assisting in museum exhibits, contributing instruction of archae-
ology in the classroom, conducting archaeological research in the SCIAA Research 
Library, and participating in archaeological tours led by the Archaeological Research 
Trust Board to special research areas during the year.
Through the past several decades, the SCIAA Headquarters in Columbia, the Savan-
nah Archaeological Research Program in the Middle Savannah, the Sport Diver Ar-
chaeological Management Program of the Maritime Research Division in Charles-
ton, the Southeastern Paleoamerican Survey, and the Archaeological Research 
Trust have provided opportunities in public archaeological education. The focus of 
archaeological outreach is to visit landowners and provide information about the 
artifacts they find while plowing their land, to give classes on various prehistoric 
and historic occupations throughout South Carolina in social studies classrooms, to 
provide assistance to local county and historic museums in interpretation of their 
local collections, to give public lectures to various civic organizations, to collaborate 
with various university colleagues throughout the Southeast, and to provide oppor-
tunities for being part of the discovery of new archaeological sites and continued 
studies on sites with long term research goals. For further information on current ar-
chaeological research and volunteer opportunities, please contact Nena Powell Rice 
at 803-576-6573 or nrice@sc.edu and visit our website (http://www.artsandsciences.
sc.edu/sciaa) and download past issues of Legacy, the magazine of SCIAA to learn 
more about current archaeological research in South Carolina conducted by the SC 
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology.
Public Archaeology at South Carolina State Parks
David Jones, South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Charles Towne Landing State and Colonial Dorchester State Historic Sites have been 
conducting public archaeology programs for the past 13 years. We have recently 
added Hampton Plantation State Historic Site to our opportunities for the public to 
get involved in the ongoing research in State Parks.
Charles Towne Landing (CTL) continues to research the 1670 settlement, the earli-
est permanent European settlement in what is now South Carolina. Andrew Agha 
is leading the efforts at CTL, and combining his research with his efforts at the Lord 
Ashley Plantation Site. The Lord Ashley Site was established in 1674 by Lord An-
thony Ashley Cooper, one of the Lord’s Proprietors. The site has direct ties to the 
CTL settlement and has the potential to shed light on all aspects of early colonial life 
in South Carolina.
Colonial Dorchester has re-worked its public archaeology program recently. Larry 
James, along with Ashley Chapman is now heading up that program. Dorchester was 
established in 1697 and was a thriving community until after the Revolutionary War. 
Larry is investigating 
a site adjacent to what 
was once a flourish-
ing market square, as 
well as the remains of 
the Anglican Church 
built in 1719.
At Hampton Planta-
tion, Stacey Young is 
working on the settle-
ment and work area 
of those enslaved at 
the Plantation from 
about 1765 to eman-
cipation. Work is cur-
rently being done on 
a structure presumed 
to house two enslaved 
families. The program at Hampton Plantation is being funded in part by the Hu-
manities Council of SC. Called the Hampton Plantation Community Archaeology 
project, the intent is to get local communities to participate in both the excavation 
and the interpretation of the slave settlement area.
Interested citizens can participate by contacting the individual parks or David Jones 
at djones@scprt.com.
Public Archaeology by the Savannah River Archaeological Research Program
Christopher R. Moore, South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
Public archaeology by the Savannah River Archaeological Research Program 
(SRARP) is part of our threefold mission of compliance archaeology, research, and 
public education at the Savannah River Site (SRS). As part of our mission of public 
education, we utilize 
dedicated volunteers 
to assist in archaeo-
logical research by the 
SRARP. Volunteers 
have been an integral 
part of the SRARP 
since the program’s 
inception in 1973 and 
assist in a variety of 
tasks such as archaeo-
logical fieldwork, ar-
tifact processing and 
analysis, soil sedi-
ment analysis, data 
entry, documents re-
search, assisting with 
exhibits, Xeroxing, 
and filing. In the last 
few years, several vol-
unteers have directly 
assisted in ongoing geoarchaeological research of Carolina bays and more recently, 
excavations around historic mill houses in Graniteville, South Carolina. In this re-
gard, the SRARP has seamlessly integrated public education and archaeological re-
search.
In addition to providing opportunities for volunteers, the SRARP staff presents nu-
merous lectures and educational programs throughout the year. These include pub-
lic lectures to various social groups in the Central Savannah River Area (CSRA), as 
well as educational outreach to local schools. We also present an educational and 
interactive program at the Silver Bluff Audubon Center in Aiken County called You 
Be the Archaeologist. In this program, students learn what archaeology is (and what 
it isn’t) and then participate in a hands-on component that includes a simulated ex-
cavation. This simple program is a great way to introduce children to archaeology or 
reinforce lessons about American history and prehistory. You Be the Archaeologist is 
best suited for classes in the third grade through Junior High. For scheduling or lo-
gistics information for this program, please contact the Ruth Patrick Science Educa-
tion Center office at 803-641-3313 or rpsec@usca.edu and ask about the Science and 
Technology Enrichment Program (STEP) for archaeology. For more information on 
other public archaeology programs and volunteer opportunities, contact Christo-
pher Moore at cmoore@srarp.org or visit our website (www.srarp.org).
Education is Essential
Debi Hacker, Chicora Foundation
Archaeology means nothing without people. If people do not understand, recognize 
or endorse the importance of archaeology, eventually it will no longer be supported 
or funded. Professional archaeologists may, or may not, publish their findings on a 
regular basis, but most of us do not make the effort to ensure these publications are 
easily available to the public. Therefore, part of the mission statement of Chicora 
Foundation includes education, both for adults & children. Adults are voters, tax-
payers and donors. Children are our future voters, taxpayers and donors.
Our programs are available to ages from third grade through vintage citizens, and 
include several different aspects of archaeology: prehistoric, historic, and forensic. 
All children’s programs are hands-on, and we give adults the choice of hands-on and/
or PowerPoint. We are fortunate as a non-profit to be flexible and often create subject 
specific programs for a group.
Chicora’s most popular pro-
grams include: Prehistoric 
Motifs (studying a variety of 
South Carolina Native Amer-
ican pottery designs); Three 
Cultures of South Carolina 
(studying the contributions 
of Native Americans, Euro-
Americans, and African 
Americans to South Carolina 
culture), The Mummy Re-
turns (discussion & demon-
stration of ancient Egyptian 
mummification and beliefs), 
and If These Bones Could 
Speak (examination of hu-
man bones and what they tell 
us about the living person). 
We also welcome field trips 
and visitors to our excava-
tions.
Our programs have become very popular, and we are considered part of the cur-
riculum at several schools around the state. Chicora has been providing educational 
programs for so many years, that several of the teachers we work with were once our 
grade school students – truly passing on the legacy that Education is Essential.
For more information about Chicora’s education programs, please visit our website 
at www.chicora.org or contact Chicora Education Coordinator Debi Hacker at 803-
787-6910 or P.O. Box 8664, Columbia, SC 29205.
Historic Charleston Foundation: Advocate for Archaeology
Katherine S. Pemberton, Historic Charleston Foundation
Historic Charleston Foundation is a strong advocate for the archaeological resources 
of Charleston and the South Carolina Lowcountry. The Foundation requires archae-
ological mitigation or monitoring on its over 350 easement and covenant properties 
and has facilitated public archaeology at its own museum properties and elsewhere 
through collaborative partnerships. 
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tions have yielded in-
formation necessary 
to more fully under-
stand the construc-
tion of development 
of the individual buildings and properties and have also shed light upon the daily 
lives of Charleston residents, both free and enslaved. They also proved to be excit-
ing opportunities for the public to see archaeology happening and to understand its 
importance in the broader context of historic preservation. 
Historic Charleston Foundation has worked collaboratively with archaeologists, his-
torians, museum professionals and municipal employees on the Mayor’s Walled City 
Task Force. It is through this initiative that some of the most visible and exciting 
public archaeology has taken place in Charleston (see Walled City Task Force essay). 
The Lord Ashley Site, located near the headwaters of the Ashley River in Dorchester 
County, is another early colonial project in which the Foundation has been involved. 
The Foundation provided logistical support and secured funding from MeadWest-
vaco for excavations by the College of Charleston’s Summer Field School in Histori-
cal Archaeology for 2011 and 2013. Because the site is privately owned and not open 
to the public, the Foundation has worked to find ways – through electronic and 
social media- to make sure that information about the site may be shared with the 
community. Visit the blog at http://lordashleysite.wordpress.com/about/.
Excavation to Exhibition: Translating Archaeological Research into 
Stories for the Public
Carol Poplin, Brockington and Associates
It is not well to forget the past...Memory was given to man for some wise purpose. The 
past is the mirror in which we may discern the dim outlines of the future.
       - Frederick Douglas, 1884
Historians, archaeologists, 
and museums play a sig-
nificant role in making the 
past. Historical archaeolo-
gy in particular generates 
and preserves information 
about individuals, com-
munities, economic and 
ethnic groups, and events 
not reflected in tradition-
al Eurocentric historical 
narratives. Archaeologi-
cal sites and the artifacts 
recovered from sites are 
tangible connections to 
places, people, and events. 
However, these connec-
tions remain mute until 
we explore their meanings and engage and share their stories with others. That is why 
the History Workshop, the public outreach division of Brockington and Associates, 
is dedicated to translating our work to make archaeological concepts, information, 
and interpretations relevant, meaningful, and accessible to a variety of audiences. 
In 2010 the History Workshop used archaeological research from Dean Hall Plan-
tation in Berkeley County to create an exhibition about the former plantation’s en-
slaved community for the new Hall of History at Cypress Gardens, Moncks Corner. 
The History Workshop hoped to create opportunities for visitors to consider the 
history of Lowcountry rice plantations from the non-traditional perspective of the 
enslaved community. 
Our exhibition explores how we know what we know by offering visitors the oppor-
tunity to compare and interpret historical data and archaeological data. We present 
an overview of slavery on Lowcountry rice plantations and list the names of people 
enslaved at Dean Hall. We explore the excavated slave cabins and the activities that 
happened in and around these homes. We use the Colonoware collection to dis-
cuss the transfer of African skills and crafts to the Lowcountry and consider African 
identity. Finally, we reflect on the contributions of enslaved Africans to Lowcoun-
try history and culture expressed in the region’s food, music, art, literature, crafts, 
and architecture. We recognize the successful efforts to establish the Gullah Geechee 
Cultural Heritage Corridor to protect and preserve this unique American culture.
Public Archaeology and The Allendale Paleoamerican Expedition—An 
Excavation Program for the Public
Albert C. Goodyear, South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
The Allendale Paleoamerican Expedition is an opportunity for the interested public 
to join in with professional archaeologists and other scientists to explore ancient 
human sites as found in the Central Savannah River region. Significant preClovis, 
Clovis, and Archaic age sites have been found in western Allendale County, South 
Carolina along the banks of the Savannah River, which have been the focus of much 
scientific discovery con-
tinuing up to the present. 
Beginning in 1996 it was 
decided to set up a pro-
gram of donor-volunteers 
to help with excavation of 
these large quarry related 
sites as a means of obtain-
ing the labor and fund-
ing necessary to carry out 
extended annual excava-
tions. Over 1,000 people 
from all over the United 
States have participated 
in the field and laboratory 
activities providing the way by which these important sites can be fully explored. 
The preClovis and Clovis occupations have attracted significant national and even 
international media coverage including Newsweek, National Geographic, Science 
Magazine, CNN, PBS and the History Channel to name a few. SC Educational Tele-
vision has faithfully chronicled the developments of these exciting if not contro-
versial discoveries and has created two programs for the public. The media have 
consistently portrayed how the public has played an important role in the scientific 
studies of these early human sites. The contributions of the public have gone beyond 
just participating each summer in the excavations but have also included lab work, 
computer storage of data and processing, donating critical field supplies and equip-
ment, and have created a program website (www.allendale-expedition.net). Work 
has begun in developing a laboratory program on the University of South Carolina 
campus for the artifacts; which involves the aid of volunteers in cleaning, sorting and 
preparing for analysis and curation of the numerous artifacts recovered. Those in-
terested in participating in the program should contact Dr. Albert Goodyear (Good-
year@sc.edu) or consult the website.
Piedmont Archaeological Studies Trust (PAST)
Terry Ferguson and Tommy Charles, PAST
Piedmont Archaeological Studies Trust (PAST) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) dedicat-
ed to illuminating our prehistoric and historic understanding of the Piedmont and 
Blue Ridge of the Carolinas, through archaeological research, education, and out-
reach. PAST is an outgrowth of the Upstate South Carolina Archaeological Research 
Group, begun in 2002. PAST was formed in 2009 by professional archaeologists and 
others who believed that insufficient archaeological research was being done in the 
Upstate and that significant archaeological resources were being lost. 
PAST has investigated 
several important archae-
ological sites in the Up-
state. Of particular note 
are Robertson Farm Sites 
1 and 2, (38GR1) and 
(38PN35). These multi-
component sites are lo-
cated across the Saluda 
River from one another 
in Greenville and Pickens 
counties. Significant dis-
coveries include Mississip-
pian Pisgah Phase structures, features and palisade(s), Middle Woodland Connestee 
Phase and Late Archaic through Paleoindian features occurring in a stratigraphic 
sequence spanning 12,000 years from 500 to 12,500 years ago. Also of note is the 
continuing Piedmont rock art survey (See: Tommy Charles’ 2010 book, Discovering 
South Carolina’s Rock Art). Recent significant discoveries include a rock shelter with 
pictographs (38PN177), and a petroglyph site (38GR362).
Several hundred people have volunteered during field investigations over the past 
10 years. PAST plans to continue and expand its education and outreach activities. 
These plans include offering media and public visitor days, volunteer training in 
collaboration with the South Carolina Archaeology Public Outreach Division (SCA-
POD) and collaborations with museums and libraries on exhibits. Recently, over 200 
people attended a PAST sponsored artifact identification day.
The Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation, at their annual Awards Ceremony in 
2009, presented PAST the Historic Preservation Archaeological Stewardship Award 
for work at the Robertson Farms archaeological sites. 
For more information: http://www.pastsc.org
Dr. Terry A. Ferguson, President, PAST, fergta@gmail.com 
Tommy Charles, Secretary, PAST, tommy.charles601@gmail.com
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SDAMP excavation, 2012. Photo courtesy of Ashley M. 
Deming.
Johannes Kolb Site Public Day, 2013. Photo courtesy of Carl 
Steen.
Stacey Young talks with members of the South Santee Senior 
Center during a visit to the archaeological excavations at Hampton 
Plantation State Historic Site. Photo courtesy of SCPRT.
College of Charleston Summer Field School in Historic 
Archaeology at the Lord Ashley Site, 2011. Photo courtesy of 
Historic Charleston Foundation.
Tariq Ghaffar excavating at the Topper Site, 2008. Photo courtesy of 
Meg Gaillard, SEPAS.
PAST Artifact Identification Day at the Laurens County Public 
Library, 2013. Photo courtesy of Jeff Catlin.
For more information about this and other South 
Carolina Archaeology Month posters visit:
http://scholarcommons.sc.edu/archmonth_poster/
Dean Hall Plantation interpretation wall, 2010. Photo 
courtesy of History Workshop.
Educational outreach using an alkaline-glazed stoneware vessel 
crafted by the enslaved Edgefield potter, Dave, to teach the 
importance of archaeology and to tell Dave’s story. Photo courtesy 
of SRARP.
Redan site field school, 2009. Photo courtesy of the Walled City 
Task Force.
Colono wares and baskets in the African American exhibit. Photo 
courtesy of The Charleston Museum.
Campers learn how to wash artifacts 
at Digging up the Past, 2010. Photo 
courtesy of SCAPOD.
A crowd gathers for the auction at the first Annual Fall Field Day 
at USC’s Bell Camp, 1989. Photo courtesy of ASSC. Fifth graders examine artifacts in African American 
Archaeology of South Carolina. Photo courtesy of 
Chicora Foundation.
